
Certificate of Exemption - AGAR 2023/24 Form 2 

To be completed by smaller authorities where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure 
did not exceed E25,OOO in the year of account ended 31 March 2024, and that wish to certify 
themselves as exempt from a limited assurance review under Section 9 of the Local Audit 
(Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015 

There is no requirement to have a limited assurance review or to submit an Annual Govemance and Accountability Retum to the 
extemal auditor, provided that the authority has certified itseW as exempt at a meeting of the authority afler 31 March 2024 and a 
completed Certificate of Exemption is submitled no later than 30 June 2024 notifying the extemal auditor. 

East Garston Parish Council 

certifies that during the financial year 2023/24, the higher of the authorily's total gross income for the year 

or total gross annual expenditure, for the year did not exceed E25,ooO 

Tolal annual gross income for Ihe aulhorily 2023/24: 

Total annual gross expenditure for the authorily 2023/24: 

[15,196 

[15,389 

There are certain circumstances in which an aulhority will be unable to certify ilSelf as exempt, so that a limited 
assurance review will still be required . If an aulhorily is unable to confirm the statemenlS below then it 
cannot certify ilSelf as exempt and it must submit the completed Annual Govemance and Accountabilily Retum 
Form 3 to the extemal auditorto undertake a limited assurance review forwhich a fee ofE210 +VAT will be payable . 

By signing this Certificate of Exemption you are confirming tha!: 

The authority was in existen ce on 1 st April 2020 
In relation to the preceding financial year (2022/23), the extemal auditor has not 

issued a public interest report in respect of the authorily or any entily connected with it 
made a statutory recommendation to the authorily, relating to the authorily or any entily connected with it 
issued an advisory notice under paragraph 1 (1) of Schedule 8 to !he Local Audit and Accountability Act 
2014 ("the Acr), and has nol wilhdrawn Ihe nolice 
commenced judicial review proceedings under seclion 31 (1) of Ihe Ad. 
made an applicalion under seclion 28(1) of Ihe Acl for a declaralion Ihal an ilem of accounl is unlawful , and 
Ihe applicalion has nol been wi!hdrawn nor has Ihe court refused lo make Ihe declaralion 

The court has not declared an ilem of account unlawful afler a person made an appeal under section 28(3) of!he Act. 

If Ihe aboye slatemenls apply and Ihe aulhorily neilher received gross income, nor incurred gross expendilure, 
exceeding E25,OOO, Ihen Ihe Certificale of Exemplion can be signed and a copy submilted lo Ihe extemal auditor 
either by email or by post (nol bolh). 

The Annual Inlemal Audil Report, Annual Govemance Slalemenl, Accounting Slalements, an analysis of 
variances and Ihe bank reconciliation plus the informalion required by Regulalion 15 (2), Accounls and Audil 
Regulations 2015 including Ihe period for Ihe exercise of public righlS still need lo be fully compleled and, 
along wilh a copy of Ihis certificale, published on !he aulhorily websile/webpage' before 1 July 2024. 
Signing this certificate confirms the authority will comply with the publication requiremenlS. 

Signed by the Responsible Financial Officer Date I confinn that this Certificate 01 

1\ I ~ ~ 1 A \.I",I"'- \ I . /VI, 1 ..o\t>S \ ..,_", Exemption was approved by this l5W\\wv., O "'-AJUJ IIV""->lf\ . ' \ w .... au!hority on this date: 

Signed by Chair Date as recorded in minute relerence: 

Generic email address 01 Authorily 

eastgarstonpc@gmail.com 

'Published web address 

www.eastgarston-pc.gov.uk 

Telephone number 

07553061884 

ONL y this Certificate of Exemption should be returned EITHER by email OR by post (not both) as 
soon as possible after certification to your external auditor, but no later than 30 June 2024. 
Reminder letters for late submission will incur a cha e of [40 + VA T. 
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Annual Internal Audit Report 2023/24 

East Garston Parish council 

www.eastgarston-pc.gov.uk 

During !he financial year ended 31 March 2024, this authority's intemal auditor acting independenUy and on the 
basis of an assessment of risk, carried out a selective assessment of compliance with the relevant procedures 
and controls in operation and obtained appropriate evidence from the authority. 

The intemal audit for 2023/24 has been carried out in accordance with this authority's needs and planned 
coverage. On the basis of the findings in the areas examined, the internal audit conclusions are summarised in 
this table. Set out below are the objectives of internal control and alongside are the internal audit conclusions on 
whether, in all significant respects, the control objectives were being achieved throughout the financial year to a 
standard adequate to meet the needs of this authority. 

E. 

F. 

were supported by invoices, all 
lor. 

significant risks to achieving ~s objectives and reviewed Ihe adequacy 
these. 

resuned from an adequate process; progress against 
and reserves were 

, based on oorrect prices, property reoorded and promptly 
lor. 

was 

G. Salaries to employees and allowances to members were paid in accordance with this authoríty's 
approvals, and PAYE and NI requirements were property applied. 

J , Acoounting statements prepared during Ihe year were prepared on Ihe oorrect accounting basis 
(reoeipts and payments or inoome and expenditure), agreed to the cash book, supported by an 
adequate audit trail from undertying reoords and where appropnate debtors and creditors were 

reoorded. 

K, If Ihe authonty oertified ~se~ as exempt from a limited assuranoe review in 2022123, it met Ihe 
exemption enteria and oorrectly declared itsell exempt. (If /he authority had a limfted assuranoe 
raview of ns 2022/23 AGAR tick °no/ 

L. The authonty published the required inlormation up to date at the time 01 
the intemal audit in accordance with Ihe 

M. In the year oovered by Ihis AGAR, the authority oorrectly provided Ior a period lor Ihe exercise 01 
publie rights as required by Ihe Accounts and Audit Regulations (during /he 2023-24 AGAR period, 
wera public righ/s in reta/ion /0 /he 2022·23 AGAR evidenced by a notica on /he websi/e and/or 

. minutes /heda/es <O"I'I.IEpBIIT 10 PI/(J /..Mf 
N. oomplied 

1 

- The council met its as a trustee. 

.¡ 

.¡ 

.¡ 

.¡ 

.¡ 

.¡ 

.¡ 

.¡ 

.¡ 

.¡ 

For any other risl< areas identifled by this a~ adequate controls existed (Iist any other nsk areas on separate sheets if needed). 

Date(s) intemal audit undertaken 

19/04/2024 21/04/2024 

Signature 01 person who 
carned out the intemal audit 

Name 01 person who carned out Ihe internal audit 

Christopher McGowan FCCA 

Date 29/04/2024 

°11 !he response is 'no' please state lhe implications and acHon being taken to address any weakness in oontrol identified 
(add separate sheets if needed). 

-Note: If the response is 'noI oovered' pIease state when !he most recen! intemal aud~ work was done in this area and when ~ is 
next planrled; or, ~ ooverage is not required, !he annual intemal aud~ repar! must explain why not (add separata sheets if needed). 
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Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2023/24 

We acknowledge as the members of: 

EAST GARSTON PARISH COUNCIL 

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control , including arrangements tor 
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with 
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2024, tha!: 

t..greed 

~ 'res mean s tha! ttus duthonty 

1. We have pul in place arrangements for effective financiar 
management during the year . and for the preparation af 
the accounting statements. 

2. We maintained an adequate system af intemal control 
including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud 
and corruption and reviewed Its effectiveness. 

3. We took all reasonable steps lo assure ourselves 
that there are no matters of actual or potential 
non-compliance w;th laws, regulations and Proper 
Practices that could have a significant financiar effect 
on the ability ofthis authority to conduct its 
business or its finances. 

4 . We provided proper opportunity during the year for 
the exercise af electors' rights in accordance with the 
requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations. 

5. We carned out an assessment of the risks facing this 
authority and took appropriate steps to manage those 
risks , induding the introduction of intemal controls andlor 
externa! insurance cover where required. 

6. We maintained throughout the year an adequate and 
effective system of intemal audit of the accounting 
records and control systems. 

I and external audit. 

8. We considered whether any litigation, liabilities or 
commitments. events or transactions , occurring either 
during or after the year-end, have a financia! impact on 
this authority and, where appropriate, have included them 
in the accounting statements. 

9. (For !ocal councils only) Trust funds including 
charitable . ln our capacity as Ihe sole managing 
trustee we discharged our accountability 
responsibirities for the fund{s)/assets, incfuding 
financial reporting and, if required , ¡ndependent 
examination or audit. 

preparad its accounting statements in accordance 
wffh fhe Acccunts and Audil Regulations 

made proper a"angements and acceplad responsibility 
for safeguarding fhe pubfic money and resources in 
its charge. 

has only done what it has the legal power lo do and has 
complied with Proper Practices in doing so. 

dun'ng the year gave all persons interested the opportunity to 
inspect and ask questions about this authorit}"s accounts. 

considered and documented the financial and other n'sks it 
faces and deaft with them properly. 

a"anged for a competent person, independent of the financial 
conlrofs and procedures, lo give an obj ective view on whether 
intemal controls meet the ne6ds of this smaller aulhon'ty. 

responded to matters brought lo its atlention by intemal and 
extemal audit. 

disc/osed everything il should have about its business activity 
during the year including events taking place after the year 
end if relevant. 

has mel all of its responsibilities where as a body 
corporate it is asole managing trustee of a local trust 
or trusts. 

' For any statement to which the response is 'no', an explanation must be published 

This Annual Govemance Statement was approved at a 
meeting 01 the authority ~n: 

Signed by the Chair and Clerk 01 the meeting where 
approval was given: 

O"\{bS( Zo2. "'\ 

and recorded as minute relerence: Chair 

Clerk 

is up to date and the information required by the Transparency Code has 

www.eastgarston-pc.gov.uk 
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Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2023/24 for 

EAST GARSTON PARISH COUNCIL 

I Year endlng l--- ~ ______________ 

, 
I 

I 
1. Balances brought 

forward 

2. (+) Precept or Rates and 
Levies 

3. (+) Total other receipts 

4. (-) Staff costs 

5. (-) Loan interesUcapital 
repayments 

6. (-) AII other payments 

7. (; ) Balances carried 
lorward 

8. Total value olcash and 
short term investments 

9. Total flXed assets plus 
long term investments 
and assets 

10. Total borrowings 

11a. DiscJosure note re Trust funds 
(including charitable) 

llb. i note re Trust funds 

31 March 31 March 
2023 2024 

[ [ 

20849 19539 

9000 10000 

3131 3102 

2408 3143 

O O 

11033 12246 

19539 17252 

19539 
17252 

34558 34558 

O O 

I certify Ihat Ior!he year ended 31 March 2024 Ihe Accounting 
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability 
Return have been prepared on either a receipts and 
payments or income and expenditure basis Iollowing !he 
guidance in Govemance and Accountability lor Smaller 
Aulhortties - a Practitioners' Guide to Proper Practices 
and present lai~y Ihe financial position ollhis aulhortty. 

Slgned by Responsible Financial Offlcer before being 

presente~ :::~1a~o.J 

Date C) ~ , O <) \ '2OVJ-

Notes and gutdance 
- ~------------ ---- - ---

Please roufld all figures lo nearest f 1 Do not fea ve any 
bo"(es blank and report EO or NII balances AII figures must 
agree fo underlymg fmanClal recorcJs 

Tolal balances and reserves al Ihe beginning of Ihe year 
as recorded in (he financial recorrJs. Vafue must agree to 
Box 7 of previous year. 

Tolal amounl of precept (or for IDBs rales and levies) 
received O( receivable in the year. ExcJude any grants 
received. 

Tolal íncome or receípts as recorried in Ihe cashbook less 
Ihe precept or rales/levies receíved (fine 2). Include any 
grants received. 

Tolal expendílure or paymenls made lo and on behaff 
of all emptoyees. Include gross salaries and wages, 
empfoyers NI contribulions, employers pension 
contributions, gratuities and severance payments. 

Tolal expendilure or paymenls of capttal and interesl 
made during Ihe year on Ihe aulhorily's borrowings (íf any). 

Tolal expendílure or paymenls as recomed ín Ihe cash-
book less slaff cosls (fine 4) and loan ínlerestlcapilal 
repaymenls (fine 5). 

Tolal balances and reserves al Ihe end oflhe year. Musl 
equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+6). 

The sum of all currenl and deposíl bank accounls, cash 
holdings and sholl lenn investmenls held as al 31 March-
10 agree with bank reconcillation. 

The value of aff Ihe properly Ihe aulhority owns - iI is made 
up o, all its fixed assets and long term investments as at 
31 March. 

The oulslanding capital balance as al 31 March ofaff loans 
from Ihírri pallíes (íncludíng PWLB). 

I confirm that Ihese Accounting Statements were 
approved by Ihis aulhortty on Ihis date: 

O ~ \ O -?\ 2.0 '2,...4-

as recorded in minute relerence: 

Signed by Chair 01 Ihe meeting where Ihe 
Accounting St¡¡¡tements were approved 

~ ~A/' 
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